A Stranger Among Us
By Jan Kupecz
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It was his second week at churicHistening, watching and learning.
Several people approached with words of greeting for him and #
wife. There were smiles and nods and hellos interspersed w
touches of shyness and trepidation as people recognized a stra
amongst us.

The service continued with music and message, which took the fo
of a skit performed for the children by two very able actors who alg
happened to be Sunday school teachers. These gentlemen unpa
an entertaining skit of a scientist who believed that he could duplicd
the miracles of Jesus. The scientist, well laden with excellent pro
tries to turn water to wine, as the other actor reads from the bible 3
reminds us of the true miracle. The skit continued with delightfy
participation from the children and much encouragement and laugh
from the adults as trick after trick was performed to try to show th
the miracles of Jesus were not unique. The children were not foo
and the message was delivered.

The children left for Sunday school and the pastor entered the pul
The pastor who earlier in the year had received the blessing of
congregation to minister in the local hospice asks if can tell us a stg
It is a short story and a true story that he tells us he has permissio
recount. It is the story of a patient he met at the hospice who reac
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ckéthe pastor then asks the stranger turned brother to rema

ite seated as he explains the instruction given to the church to Ie

PS:hands on the sick, pray and anoint with oil. He then invites al

%o come forward in obedience and in unity as we ask the Go

torof miracles for a miracle. The pews empty as we gather aroun

ht this new brother and his wife and pray as the pastor anoints h

edstill wet forehead with the oil. The spirit of joy is now joined
with faith and belief and vision and power as we pray togethe
as one.

Dit.

heyt is what happens next that remains burned in my memory
Y- The pastor asks the brother to turn to the right and the left an
N 190k all aroundi and as the brother does so the pastor says
'} Look around an di ysuecemntutitg that o n

out to grab hold of the good news of salvation and came to worshipis now here for you, to love you and support you and stand witt

with us for the first time just last week. This week he is here to |
baptized.

The stranger now has a name and a story and he steps forward t
baptized. He sits quietly on a chair in front of the altar as the pas
invites his declaration and touches his forehead with water. He is a
man even sitting he remains seated as the congregation rises
affrm and witness the moment. There is a spirit of joy in th

"you.0 And as we all 1l ook ar«

and the love.

b bfrye Christian community is unmatched by anything the world
tglrlcan imitate. Its foundation is Jesus Christ. Its power is
evidenced through ordinary people with extraordinary love. It

to
b is the miraculous Body of Christ on earthwhere we find

collective voices.

Dedication

' This first volume of the 110th Anniversary Newsletter
‘is dedicated to those who moved from the little

strength, power and guidance for the journey.
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A Word From
Pastor Dan

It was over 23 years ago, in
November 1988, when Ann and |
first attended the Kemptville
Free Methodist Church. We had
moved from Kingston to North

Gower so | could take a
computer programming position
in the MIS department of the
Ottawa General Hospital. We
were expecting our first child,
our son Jared, who arrived in
January 1989. In the spring of
the same year, the church threw a
baby shower for Jared, where he
was lavished with generosity by
the congregation. In August of

1990, our second son, Evan, was
born. He and Ann were released
from the hospital on Sunday,

August 19th and travelled

straight from the maternity ward

to Kemptville for the Sunday

morning service.

Continued on page 2...

January 2012

110 Years in North Grenville

Celebrating the Past, Present and Future

In 1902, a congregation of the Holiness Movement began
worshipping in Kemptville. The Holiness Movement was
formed by Ralph C. Horner, a Methodist minister from the
Pontiac region in Quebec. The 19th century Hornerite
revival was widespread in Western Quebec and Eastern
Ontario. In 1959, the Holiness Movement amalgamated
with the larger Free Methodist denomination. The First
Holiness Movement Church was built on Thomas Street,
where services were held until 1986 when our present
building was opened on Concession Road. When the
municipalities of Kemptville, Oxford on Rideau, and South
Gower became the Municipality of North Grenville, the
name of the church was changed from The Kemptville Free
Methodist Church to The North Grenville Community
Church. This strategic name change was a statement of
intent to become part of this growing community and
remove the walls that separate the church from the people
whom Jesus loves.

One hundred and ten years later the church is faced with
many challenges and even more opportunities. As we
celebrate this milestone, we should celebrate what God has
done in the past, what God is doing in the present, and what
God wants to do in the future. Watch for special events

celebrating the ministry and work of the same Holy Spirit

who was worked across the span of time drawing people to

faith in Jesus. www.ngccfim.ca
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For three years we attended
another church closer to
home, but in 1994 | sensed a
call to ministry and was
invited by Rev. Dale Vinkle
to begin my ministry as a
lay pastor at the Kemptville
Free Methodist Church. As
Providence would have it, |
became the Lead Pastor of
the church in August of
2001.

ltés hard to beldi
are in our 18th year of

ministry in North Grenville.

We have seen many changes

in both the church and the
community. We are

thankful for the years that

have been, we feel blessed

by our church family today,

and we look forward with

great anticipation toward the

plans that God has for both

the church and the
community in the future.

eve

As we embrace our vision
To Live and Love Like
Jesus, | am compelled to
examine the life of Jesus as
| seek to model my life after
him. Likewise | am
reminded that | must
examine my thoughts,
actions, motives, and
attitudes in view of the life
of Jesus. | realize that |
candét stay here
hope that in the end | will
have been faithful to his
call.

forever

Gerry Organ, Ottawa Rough Rider 1975 1983
will be the guest speaker on Super Bowl Sunday
2012 at the North Grenville Community Church.

Retired CFL placekicker, Gerry Organ, will be

t h adur spexial speaker on Super Bowl Sunday,

February 5, 2012. I n 1
Most Outstanding Canadian Award. He is also a
two-time CFL All-Star and a twdime Grey Cup
Champion (1973 and 1976). Gerry also played

in the 1981 Grey Cup Game in Montreal. He
was educated at the University of Guelph, where

he was inducted into the University Hall of Fame

in 1984.

Gerry is the Director of National Initiatives for
One Way Ministries in Ottawa, where he is
engaged with national leaders from many
disciplines. He continues to embrace and gather
leaders from both churches and the
marketplaceto foster greater unity and warmer

synergy.

Along with his extensive career in the CFL,
Gerry coefounded The Ottawa Athletic Club,
served as a family therapist in Guelph, and was a
Director with Focus on the Family. After
pastoring at The Peoples Church, Gerry served

for 10 years as Executive Director of Christian
Business Ministries Canada. He and his wife
Lore arme dteanps ¥ and make
Gredly, Ontario.

Come and hear what God is doing in the CFL
and NFL as Gerry delivers an encouraging and
empowering message abouYou and the
Kingdom of Godn Sunday, February 5, 2012 at
10:30 a.m.

What is a Missional Church?

This is a loaded question without a definitive
answer. The basis of the missional church is a
body of believers that seeks to fulfill the Mission of
God in the communities in which the people live
and work. One might say that it is a grassroots
movement. Rick Meigs answers the basic
guestion What is Missional?

Missional is a helpful term used to describe
what happens when you and | replace the
SFRPH WR XV’

In order to be missional in ministry the Strategic
Planning Team has developed a strategy that
contains challenges. The strategy has been
divided into three parts: Knowing (head), Loving
(heart) and Serving (feet/hands). Each area has
its challenges for us.

Knowing
We will provide sound biblical teaching that is
culturally relevant and missionally oriented and
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and radically transforms our existence to
one wholly focused on sacrificially living for
him and others and where we adopt a
missionary stance in relation to our culture.
It speaks of the very nature of the Jesus
IROORZHU’

The missional church is evangelistic and faithfully
proclaims the gospel through word and deed.
Words alone are not sufficient; how the gospel is
embodied in our community and service is as
important as what we say. As such a missional
church believes that it should be moving from
internal focus to external focus, from church focus
to kingdom focus and from program focus to
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Beth Donovan Hospice Bowl -A-Thon

Since 2002, the North Grenville Communit
Church has been partnering with the Be
Donovan Hospice. In 2009, our Pastor wz:
commissioned to be the first chaplain at th
Hospice as part of his role as Pastor of the No
Grenville Community Church. Once again, th
church would like to put together two teams fq
the BowlA-Thon on January 21st. If you arg
interested in participating, please contact t
church office by phone at 642584815 or by
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email at office@ngccfm.ca

Loving
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Serving

Move from building relationships solely in the
church and build more relationships with those
outside the church.

The community is growing before our very eyes
and we have an opportunity to be good Christian
neighbours joining God in his mission. Shall we
sit back and do nothing or will we be the bearers
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Nursery Volunteers Needed

This is a nordiplomatic request for Nursery
volunteers. We need people to volunteer to sit

with the children in the nursery (agestp) The

demand on our present volunteers, who are

mostly the parents, has become far too frequent

and they are discouraged. We are willing to
schedule you at intervals that are manageable for

you (once every two months or less often if
required). Jesus sai d, i
come to meo. We said that
love like Jesus!



