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THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE VBAPTIST FORETOLD
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 13But the angel said to him: Do not be

afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been
- heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a
- -son, and you are to call him John.

14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and
many will rejoice because of his birth,
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15 for he will be great in the S|ght of the Lord.
"«'EHe IS never to take wine or other fermented
drink, and he will be filled with the Hon |

- Spirit even before he is born.

16 He will bring back many of the people of
Israel to the Lord their God.




17 And he will go on before the Lord in the
/splrlt and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of
‘the parents to their children and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to

- make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can | be
sure of this? | am an old man and my wife Is
~‘well along in years.”



; w.ig The angel said to h|m “l am Gabriel. | stand
_ in the presence of God, and | have been sent
to speak to you and to tell you this good |

n ews.

20 And now you will be silent and not able to
speak until the day this happens, because you
did not believe my words, which will come true
_at their appointed time.”




2 Meanwhne the people were waltlng for
Zecharlah and wondering why he stayed so
Iong In the temple

-22\When he came out, he could not speak to
them. They realized he had seen a vision in the
temple, for he kept making signs to them but
remalned unable to speak.




w 3 23 When his time of service was completed
 he returned home.

24 After this his wife Elizabeth became
pregnant and for five months remained In
seclusion.
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THE BIRTH OF JESUS FORETOLD
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%6 |In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy,

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a
“town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be
married to a man named Joseph, a

descendant of David. The virgin’s name Was
~Mary.
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-5-  28The angel Went to her and sald

“Greetings, you who are highly favorefd' Thel';,f,;.ﬂ
Lord is with you.”

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words
and wondered what kind of greeting this
mlght be.
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30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be
afrald Mary; you have found favor with God

P:

31 You will conceive and give birth to a son,
- and you are to call him Jesus.
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32 He will be great and will be called the Son
»-fof the Most High. The Lord God will give '
him the throne of his father David,

b

- 33and he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants forever: hIS kingdom will never
end.
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34 “How will this bé ; Mary asked the angel
“since | am a virgin?” |

E»‘)

-3 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will
~~ come on you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to
be born will be called™ the Son of God.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24929b

36 Even Ellzabeth your relatlve IS going to
have a child in her old age, and she who
was said to be unable to conceive isin her
sixth month.

3/ For no word from God will ever fail.”
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3% am the Lord’s servant,” Mary /= /=
answered. “May your word to me be |
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.
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@ When it was time for Elizabeth to have her &
baby she gave birth to a son.

58 Her neighbors and relatives heard that the
- Lord had shown her great mercy, and they
shared her joy.




ol
ri Sl

59 Oh the eighth day they came to

~ circumcise the child, and they were gomg to

name him after his father Zechariah,

- 80 put his mother spoke up and said, “No! He
IS to be called John.”
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61 They said to her, “There is no one among
__your relatives who has that name.” /'

62 Then they made signs to his father, to find
out what he would like to name the child.
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b‘ 3 63 He asked for a writing tablet, and to .
% ) everyone 's astonishment he wrote, “Hls
name is John.”

° Immediately his mouth was opened and
his tongue set free, and he began to
speak, praising God.




; 65 All the nelghbors were fllled W|th awe and
. '_throughout the hill country of Judea peOpIe
were talking about all these things. ¢

- P Everyone who heard this wondered about
it, asking, “What then is this child going to
be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him.







